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APRIL
PRAYER
DIARY

Reflecting on the words of Romans 5:9, we pray:

Dear Lord, we thank you for the profound and unconditional love that you have
demonstrated for us; a love so great that you sent your one and only Son, Jesus, to
die on a cross for our sins, even whilst we were still sinners. We thank you for this
sacrifice, and for the forgiveness and freedom that we find in Jesus. Help us to live
in a way that glorifies you and help us to share your love with those we meet.

We encourage you to reflect on this passage throughout this month and use it to

guide your prayer time.

Tuesday 1t — Saturday 5

During Stress Awareness Month, we pray for everyone who is feeling overwhelmed
and burdened by stress. We ask that you fill them with your peace and help them
to find joy amidst challenges. We thank you for Jesus' invitation to "Come to me,
all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest." (Matthew 11:28-30).

1. For the churches of the Five Alive East Devon
Mission Community, their clergy Julie Lomas,
John Lees, LLMs Anna Crabbe, Chris Shepherd,
Gill Heighway, and for all who live and worship
in Yarcombe, Stockland, Shute, Kilmington, and
Dalwood. For pupils and staff at Stockland
Church of England Primary School.

2. On World Autism Awareness Day, we give
thanks for organisations working to increase
awareness and acceptance of autism. Teach us
to have empathy and treat one another with
dignity. May your church be a place where all
feel welcome.

3. For the churches of the Five Red Churches

Mission Community, their priest Vanessa
Pestridge, LLMs John Trickett, Faith Wood,

and for all who live and worship in Powderham,
Kenton with Mamhead, Kenn, and Exminster.
For pupils and staff at Kenn Church of England
Primary School.

4. In our link with the Diocese of Bayeux-Lisieux,
we pray for the small Anglican community
centred in Caen, and their Chaplain Fr. Mark
Osborne. We also pray for the parishes, their
clergy and people in the area of Villers-Bocage.

5. On the International Day of Conscience, we
pray for a culture of peace, knowing that all
people are made in the image of God and should
be treated with dignity. Help us to show to
those around us a spirit of peace, justice and
compassion.
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Sunday 6t - Saturday 12t

As the Easter school holidays begin, we pray that teachers, staff and pupils would

find rest. We pray for churches planning holiday clubs, that you would give them
energy as they serve children and families in our communities. We also pray that

all children and families who attend will feel the love and kindness of Christ.

6. For the churches of the Forder Valley Mission
Community, their clergy Tatty Wilson, Ann
Hosking, and for all who live and worship in
Eggbuckland with Estover. For pupils and staff
at St Edward's Church of England Primary
School and Nursery.

7. For the churches of the Four Ways Mission
Community, their clergy Cathy Scoffield, LLMs
Anne Foster, Josie Foster, and for all who live
and worship in West Buckland, Swimbridge,
Landkey, and East Buckland. For pupils and
staff at Swimbridge Church of England Primary
School.

8. For the churches of the Goodrington Mission
Community, their priest Gary Deighton, and

for all who live and worship in Goodrington,
and Collaton St Mary. For pupils and staff at
Collaton St Mary Church of England Primary
School.

9. On the anniversary of the martyrdom of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, we reflect on his prayer
written from prison: 'You know all man's
troubles; You abide with me When all men fail
me; It is Your will that | should know You And

turn to You. Lord, | hear Your call and follow;
Help me.'

10. For the churches of the Haldon Mission
Community, their clergy Carol Green, David
Wilkie, Julia Hocking, LLMs Peter Wood,
Lesley Heffer, Ruth Sewell, and for all who
live and worship in West Teignmouth, |deford
with Luton, Shaldon, East Teignmouth,
Bishopsteignton, and Ashcombe.

11. On World Parkinson's Day, we pray for
all those living with Parkinson', and for their
families and friends. We give thanks for
organisations who offer support and are
researching to find a cure.

12. For the churches of the Hartland Coast
Mission Community, their clergy Jane Skinner,
Jane Hayes, LLMs Vera Tooke, Andrew
Macwilliam, and for all who live and worship in
Woolfardisworthy, Welcombe, Parkham, Lundy,
Hartland, Clovelly, Bucks Mills, Buckland Brewer,
and Alwington.

Sunday 13t — Saturday 19
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During Holy Week, we remember your journey to the cross, that you suffered many
things, were rejected, betrayed and killed to save us. May we be filled with awe
and thanksgiving at what you endured for us and filled with hope that you rose

from the dead and conquered the grave.

13. On Palm Sunday we remember Jesus'
entrance into Jerusalem as people shouted
'Hosanna', which means save us, 'blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord' (Mark 11:9).
May we rejoice in you today and always, our
King and Saviour.

14. For the churches of the Heavitree Mission
Community, their clergy Benjamin Rabjohns,
Andrew Johnson, Alex Honey, and for all who
live and worship in Saint Mary Steps, and
Heavitree with St Paul Exeter. For pupils and
staff at St Michael's Church of England Primary
Academy, St Luke's Church of England School,
and St Peter's Church of England Secondary
School.

15. In our link with Cyprus and the Gulf, we
pray for the Archdeacon of Cyprus, Ven.
Christopher Futcher, may God bless him in his
ministry. We also pray for the clergy, parishes,
and all who live and worship in Cyprus.

16.For the churches of the Holsworthy Mission
Community, their clergy Paul Fitzpatrick, Alison
Hardy, Mark James, LLMs Mary Aicheler, and for
all who live and worship in Halwill, Ashwater,
Beaworthy, Black Torrington with Highampton,
Bradford with Cookbury, Bradworthy,
Bridgerule, Abbots Bickington, Clawton,

Thornbury, Hollacombe, Holsworthy, Milton
Damerel, Putford, Pyworthy with Pancrasweek,
Sutcombe, Tetcott with Luffincott, and
Bulkworthy. For pupils and staff at Holsworthy
Church of England Primary School, Bridgerule
Church of England Primary School, and Black
Torrington Church of England Primary School.

17. On Maundy Thursday, we remember Jesus
washing the feet of his disciples, saying 'Unless
| wash you, you have no part with me.' Lord,
thank you that you have washed us and made
us clean. Help us to follow your example of
humbly serving and your instruction to 'wash
one another's feet.' (John 13:1-7)

18. On Good Friday, we remember Jesus'
crucifixion. In your innocence, you died for
the guilty. 'God shows his love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.' (Romans 5:8). May we never cease to give
thanks for what you have done for us.

19. On Easter Saturday, we reflect on the
significance of the cross and pray for those who
don't yet know the truth and hope of Christ'
death and resurrection: 'For God so loved the
world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.' (John 3:16)
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Sunday 20* - Saturday 26

During Bowel Cancer Awareness Month, we pray for all those living with bowel
cancer, and their families and friends. We pray that in their pain, they would know
the love you have for them. We give thanks for organisations working to discover
new ways to prevent and treat bowel cancer.

20. On Easter Sunday, we proclaim Christ is
risen, he has conquered the grave! Remind us
that the same power that raised Christ from
the dead, is at work in us. We have been raised
with Christ, help us to set our hearts on things
above (Colossians 3:1). We wait and pray for
your return.

21. On World Creativity and Innovation Day, we
celebrate the tapestry of the family of God and
all the creativity within it, reflecting our creator
God. Help us to continue to discover new ways
to serve the church and to share your Good
News with the world.

22. On World Earth Day, we thank you for the
world of wonder and beauty that you created.
We pray that you would help us to care deeply
for the world, and that you would help us to
act with courage for a sustainable future and
to protect all life. May your name be glorified
through all that you have made.

23. On St George's Day, we remember the life and
death of St George, who was killed for refusing
to deny his faith in Christ. May we be convicted
by his resolve, and may his faith remind us of the
cost of following you, Lord.

24. The lives and deaths of the seven martyred
Brothers you show us that the Cross is not a
past experience but a present reality. In praying
for Melanesia, help us to recognise the power of
the cross to liberate your people; like Brothers
Nathaniel, Robin, Francis, Alfred, Ini, Patteson,
and Tony, to live and die in humility and love,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

25. On the Feast Day of Mark the Evangelist, we
give thanks for his Gospel, which proclaims that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, whose
death paid the price for our sins. We pray that
as we dwell on your word, we would know these
truths more deeply.

26. For the churches of the Honiton Mission
Community, their clergy Sue Roberts, Scott
Angell, Tracey Voysey, LLM Julia Barrett, and
for all who live and worship in Honiton with
Monkton, Gittisham, Cotleigh, Combe Raleigh,
Buckerell, and Awliscombe. For pupils and staff at
Awliscombe Church of England Primary School.

2 ROOTS & SHOOTS

Weekly e-newsletter from the Diocese of Exeter

Full of resources for churches, news stories,
messages from Senior Clergy, future events
and much more!

Sunday 27* — Wednesday 30%

During World Immunisation Week, we pray for communities around the world that
do not have the same access to medicine and vaccines as we do. Lord, would you
burden our hearts for the less fortunate, and stir us to act for the good of our

international neighbours.

27. For the churches of the Hukeley Mission
Community, LLM Nick Francombe, and for all who
live and worship in Petton, Morebath, Huntsham,
Clayhanger, and Bampton.

28. In our link with Thika, we pray for Ven. Solomon
Thiga, and for the clergy, parishes, and all who
live and worship in the Gatundu Archdeaconry.
We give thanks for churches undergoing the
'‘Umoja' Church and Community Development
Process and pray it would bear fruit.

29. For the churches of the Holyford Mission
Community, their priest Steve Martin, LLMs Sue
McCoulough, Charles Hill, and for all who live
and worship in Southleigh, Northleigh, Musbury,
Colyton with Colyford, and Branscombe. For
pupils and staff at Branscombe Church of
England Primary School.

30. For the churches of the Kingsbridge Estuary
Churches Mission Community, their clergy Jax
Tilbury, LLM Amanda Sarjeant, and for all who
live and worship in West Alvington, Kingsbridge,
and Dodbrooke. For pupils and staff at West
Alvington Church of England Academy.

Amen.
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